Application for FORMULA Funds under the

Enhancing Education Through Technology (Ed Tech) Program

Title II Part D of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
June 2005
Goals of the Ed Tech Program
The primary goal of the Ed Tech program is to improve student academic achievement through the use of technology in elementary and secondary schools.  It is also designed to assist every student – regardless of race, ethnicity, income, geographical location, or disability – in becoming technologically literate by the end of eighth grade, and to encourage the effective integration of technology resources and systems with professional development and curriculum development to promote research-based instructional methods that can be widely replicated. 

FY 05/06 Deadline: the SDE must receive the application with accompanying Technology Plan Update and supporting documents by 5:00 pm August 15, 2005.
Submit two (2) copies of this application.
Submit one (1) copy of your Technology Plan Update Signature Page.
(Each must have original signatures.)

FAXED COPIES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED

Mailing Address:

Dr. Melinda Maddox
Technology Initiatives
Alabama Department of Education

P. O. Box 302101

5351 Gordon Persons Building

Montgomery, AL 36130-2101
	Guidance for Submitting the EETT Formula Application June 2005


I.  Eligibility Requirements
Before receiving Ed Tech funds, an eligible applicant must have a new or updated long-range strategic educational technology plan that is consistent with the objectives of the state technology plan and addresses the statutory local plan requirements. The applicant may use its current technology plan, modified as necessary to comply with the requirements of the Ed Tech legislation.  The 2005 Technology Plan Update MUST be submitted electronically and approved before the LEA is eligible for Ed Tech formula funds.
II. Restrictions
1. LEAs and eligible local entities MUST engage in timely and meaningful consultation with appropriate non-public school officials during the design and development of programs and continue the consultation throughout the implementation of these programs.  Eligible LEAs that seek both competitive and formula funding under Ed Tech may engage in consultations that simultaneously involve the Ed Tech competitive and formula grants.
2. Each Ed Tech recipient of formula funds must use at least 25 percent of the funds to provide ongoing, sustained, and intensive, high-quality professional development. The recipient must provide professional development in the integration of advanced technologies, including emerging technologies, into curricula and instruction and in using those technologies to create new learning environments.  The cost of hardware and/or software cannot be calculated as part of the 25 percent requirement even if the equipment and/or software are part of the professional development program.

3. FY 05/06 Ed Tech funds must be obligated no later than September 30, 2006.  FY 04/05 funds not expended prior to September 30, 2005 must be carried over and re-budgeted for use prior to September 30, 2006.
III. Approved Uses of Funds
In implementing the local technology plan, a recipient of Ed Tech funds may support activities such as:
Approved

Use Code
1 Increasing accessibility to technology, particularly through public-private partnerships, with special emphasis on accessibility for high-need schools.

1 Adapting or expanding applications of technology to enable teachers to increase student academic achievement, including technology literacy, through teaching practices that are based on the review of relevant research and through use of innovative distance learning strategies.

1 Implementing proven and effective courses and curricula that include integrated technology and that are designed to help students reach challenging academic standards.

1 Using technology to promote parental involvement and foster communication among students, parents, and teachers about curricula, assignments, and assessments.

1 Preparing one or more teachers in schools as technology leaders who will assist other teachers, and providing bonus payments to the technology leaders.

1 Enhancing existing technology and acquiring new technology to support education reforms and to improve student achievement.

1 Acquiring connectivity linkages, resources, and services for use by students and school personnel to improve academic achievement.

1 Using technology to collect, manage, and analyze data to inform and enhance teaching and school improvement efforts.

1 Implementing enhanced performance measurement systems to determine the effectiveness of education technology programs funded with Ed Tech funds.

1 Developing, enhancing, or implementing information technology courses.

IV. Application
The application must contain the following components in the stated order:

Section A
Title Page

Section B
Budget/Use of Funds
Section C
Proposed Acquisitions of Capitalized Equipment
Section D
Staff Summary
Section E
Local Transferability Act
Section F
Assurances and Certification
SECTION A:  TITLE PAGE
Include the name, address, and phone number of the contact person in the LEA who developed the application and can answer questions about the application.  Double click line A.1 and a spreadsheet should appear.  Return cursor to cell A1 before leaving the spreadsheet.   List on Line A.1 any Ed Tech Formula Funds that will be carried over from FY04/05 only if (1) the carryover amount has been established by the FY 2005 Financial Statements or (2) the estimated carryover to FY 05 has been “freed up” or unbudgeted on the latest FY 2004/05 amendment and in the latest budget amendment file. List on line A.2 the figure supplied by the SDE as the amount of Ed Tech formula funds allocated for FY04/05 (official printout from SDE Accounting).  A.3 is calculated by
 spreadsheet by adding A.1 plus A.2.  Two copies should be signed with original signatures.  (Remember to also have the superintendent sign Section I.2)
SECTION B:  Budget/Use of Funds
List items to be purchased or cost incurred into the following sections.  Attach additional pages as necessary.  Questions concerning the budget codes should be addressed to your LEA’s team accountant at 334-242-9914.  Double click inside worksheet and a spreadsheet should appear.  Return cursor to cell A1 before leaving the spreadsheet. 
B.1 and B.2:  Professional Development Expenditures are professional development costs i.e. stipends, substitute pay, training materials, and trainer fees.  No hardware or software may be listed in this area.  B.1 is the FY04/05 carryover; B.2 is the FY 05/06 budget. 
· Column A – List Account Code/Function/Object Program.  Code the proposed expenditures as defined in the LEA’s Financial Planning, Budgeting, and Reporting System for Alabama Public Schools.  Complete Coding as necessary to reflect proposed expenditures.
· Column B – List the item/service to be purchased.

· Column C – List the approximate individual cost of each item if applicable.
· Column D – List the approximate total units to be purchased if applicable.
· Column E – Spreadsheet will calculate by multiplying Column C and Column D or enter total cost if Column C and D are not applicable.
· Column F – State the individual groups (i.e. school technology coordinators, fifth grade science teachers) and/or schools to be targeted where the items to be purchased will be placed or where the personnel to be trained are assigned.
· Column G – List the numbers of the benchmark(s) addressed by the purchase of each item.  
· Column H – Describe how the items to be purchased enable the system or school to address the benchmark (s) identified.
B.3 and B.4:   Expenditures Other Than Professional Development


B.3 is the FY 04/05 carryover budget; B.4 is the FY 05/06 budget.  B.3 and B.4 are other costs including purchases of hardware and software.

· Column A - List Account Code/Function/Object/Program.  Code the proposed expenditures as defined in the LEA’s Financial Planning, Budgeting, and Reporting System for Alabama Public Schools.  Complete coding as necessary to reflect proposed expenditures.  
· Column B - List the item/service to be purchased.

· Column C - List the approximate individual cost of each item if applicable.

· Column D – List the approximate total units to be purchased if applicable.

· Column E – Spreadsheet will calculate by multiplying Column C and Column D or enter total cost if Column C and D are not applicable.

· Column F - State the individual groups (i.e. school technology coordinators, fifth grade science teachers, etc.) and/or schools to be targeted where the items to be purchased will be placed or where the personnel to be trained are assigned.

· Column G - List the numbers of the benchmark(s) addressed by the purchase of each item.  Use the same numbering as in Section B.

· Column H - Describe how the items to be purchased enable the system or school to address the benchmark(s) identified.

SECTION C:  Proposed Acquisitions of Capitalized Equipment
List equipment purchased with funds which have a unit cost of $5,000 or more.  A separate inventory must be maintained by the LEA of items purchased with these funds which costs less the $5000.
SECTION D:  STAFF SUMMARY
List new personnel to be employed using formula grant funds, if applicable.  DO NOT LIST personnel already employed through other funds that are to receive supplements for serving as technology leaders in their school and assisting other teachers in technology integration.

SECTION E:  LOCAL TRANSFERABILITY ACT
LEAs that are not identified as Title I corrective action or Title I school improvement are allowed to transfer up to 50% of certain federal funds to other federal fund areas.  LEAs that are in Title I school improvement are limited to 30%.  Funds that are available for transferability are Title II Part A – Teacher Quality, Title II Part D – Technology, Title IV Part A – Safe and Drug Free Schools and Title V Part A – Innovative Programs.  Title I Part A may receive funds from any of the above funds but may not transfer funds out.  When funds are transferred the requirements of the receiving fund apply to the transferred funds.  Note that funds transferred into Title I Part A become Title I Part A funds and may not be transferred back.  The State Department of Education must be notified thirty days prior to the transfer of any funds.

SECTION F: ASSURANCES AND CERTIFICATIONS  

F.1 Original signatures are required on both copies of the grant application submitted to the SDE for each private school that elects to participate in Ed Tech funds.

F.2 Original signatures by the superintendent are required on both copies of the grant application submitted to the SDE.

Funds are available October 1, 2005.  Funds not expended prior to September 30, 2006 must be re-budgeted.  Funds must be allocated and expended according to activities/project approved in the Technology Plan and Budget Application and in accordance with the submission of the budget.
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