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Non-Public School Definitions

I. NCLB Definitions
	NCLB defines a school as a “nonprofit institutional day or residential school” that provides elementary or secondary education, “as determined by state law.”  This law does not extend beyond grade 12.
NCLB §9101(18)(38)

II. Non-public schools that are designated as Private Schools must adhere to the following:  
· All teachers must be ALSDE certified;
· Instruction must be in the core courses as determined by the SDE;
· Instruction must be taught in English; and
· A register of attendance must be kept.
				The Code of Alabama (1975), §16-28-1

Non-public schools that wish to receive a direct allocation of federal funds (i.e. CNP funds) must be designated as a private school.  Private schools are eligible to receive the benefit of federal entitlement funds (services) received by the LEA (i.e. Title I, Title II, etc.).

III. Non-public schools that are designated as Church Schools must adhere to the following:
· Offer instruction in grades K-12, or combination thereof;
· Operate as a ministry of a local church, group of churches, denomination; and
· Operate on a non-profit basis.
				The Code of Alabama (1975), §16-28-1

Non-public schools that are designated as church schools may not receive a direct allocation of federal funds.  Church schools may receive the benefit of federal funds (services) received by the LEA (i.e. Title I, Title II, etc.)

IV. Non-public schools must annually report to the ALSDE that they are operating as a school.
· Each LEA is notified by the SDE of the annual registration process which begins in May of each year and concludes on October 10.
· The LEA holds the responsibility of notifying each non-public school within its geographic boundaries of the registration / reporting process.
				The Code of Alabama (1975), §16-1-11




