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As a result of the Fall 2008 U. S. Department of Education’s (USDE) monitoring visit, the Alabama Department of Education (SDE) issues this guidance to ensure that all LEAs receiving Title I funds have a clear understanding of compliance with regard to specific parental involvement requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001(NCLB).  Note that this document addresses only those Parental Involvement requirements identified by the USDE as needing the State’s in-depth focus.  However, LEAs must still meet all parental involvement requirements in order to be in compliance with NCLB.  During the remainder of the 2008-2009 school year, the SDE will provide the tools and training needed in order for LEAs to be in compliance with the following requirements.  Beginning with the 2009-2010 school year, the SDE will intensify its monitoring efforts across the state to ensure that the requirements are being met.  The SDE is therefore requiring that LEAs also intensify local compliance assistance efforts to fulfill their part in ensuring that these requirements are being met.
Required Annual Meeting of Title I Parents
Each Title I school must hold the required annual meeting with its Title I parents.  You are required to use this annual meeting for the purpose of informing parents of their schools’ participation in Title I, the requirements of the law, and Title I parents’ right to be involved.  The meeting must explain the purpose of the one percent set-aside funds for parental involvement and the parents’ right to be involved in how the reservation is allotted for parental involvement activities.  The person conducting the annual meeting must be knowledgeable about Title I, Part A.  The meeting must be advertised and conducted in such a way that parents clearly understand that they are attending the Annual Meeting of Title I parents and leave the meeting with a clear understanding that they have been informed about Title I and their rights as Title I parents.  Holding a meeting, such as an Open House, with Title I simply as an agenda item, does not provide sufficient focus, content, or time to give parents a review of Title I requirements and therefore does not meet compliance for holding the required annual meeting.
Eliminating Barriers to Title I Parental Involvement

A key component of the parental involvement law is eliminating barriers to parental involvement.  The USDE found that some Alabama LEAs engage their parent-teacher associations in carrying out responsibilities for activities required by the Title I program.  The SDE therefore provides the following clarification:  Title I activities must not be advertised as PTA activities because required Title I activities must not cost parents money to participate.  This does not prevent Title I parents from being a part of PTA, as the law allows for appropriate roles for community-based organizations; however, meetings that involve Title I funds and information must be open and available to all Title I parents and no fee is to be charged.  

Required Annual Evaluation of the LEA Parental Involvement Plan
Each LEA must conduct with the involvement of its Title I parents an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of the LEA Parental Involvement Plan in improving the academic quality of its Title I schools.  It should be understood that a survey is not in itself an evaluation but merely a component of the evaluation.  Other components may include conducting focus groups with Title I parents, with teachers, and with other faculty; and reviewing data such as test scores and demographic changes. In addition, the  evaluation must include identifying barriers to parental involvement (with particular attention to parents who are economically disadvantaged, are disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic minority background).  Lastly, the LEA, with Title I parent representatives, must analyze the results of all of these components and must use the findings to design strategies for more effective parental involvement and to revise the LEA Parental Involvement Plan. 

School-Parent Compacts

NCLB requires that each Title I school develop with its Title I parents a school-parent compact that outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share in the responsibilities for improved student academic achievement and the means by which the school and parents will build and develop a partnership to help children achieve the State’s high standards.  The USDE found cases where school-parent compacts did not include all of the components required by NCLB.  Please be advised that LEAs must ensure that each of its Title I schools is using a school-parent compact that includes all of the components required by law.  Note that the State template for school-parent compacts includes all of the required components for compacts and can be found in the e-GAP Document Library under Title I, Part A – Parental Involvement.  
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